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  March 2011 Update 
     (prepared 4/6/11 – sorry for the delay)

March Highlights 

• FY11 Budget – Still no news on the AOOS FY 11 budget (which pays for AOOS 
operations beginning June 1).  Holding tight on spending.

• Alaska Weather Symposium – Darcy Dugan attended the March 15-16 symposium in 
Fairbanks hosted by UAF, and gave a presentation on AOOS’s newest data 
applications. The meeting brought together university researchers, students, 
forecasters, and other scientists to share the latest weather research in Alaska.

• NSSI Workshop in Barrow – Dugan joined over 100 scientists, agency managers, and 
local North Slope Borough residents for a 3-day North Slope Science Initiative 
community workshop in Barrow March 29-31. The workshop addressed how local 
people and scientists could work together to understand our changing Arctic.

• Tagged Animal Telemetry Workshop – AOOS data team member Shane StClair and 
UAF researcher Andy Seitz participated in an IOOS sponsored workshop in Santa Cruz, 
CA March 2-3 to discuss the potential benefits and technical challenges of 
establishing a national network of telemetered animals.  AOOS will likely host a 
workshop for Alaska experts in the upcoming year. 

• UAA’s Strengthening Institutions Workshop – McCammon and AOOS Board 
Members Ed Page, Ian Dutton, and Bob Pawlowski participated in a workshop March 
3-5 funded by the National Science Foundation that discussed possible institutional 
structures for Arctic regional planning.

• Data Management – AOOS data management has been focused on optimizing the 
ability to visualize and analyze model output and satellite observations.  In mid March 
a series of upgrades were implemented which have yielded a 20-fold increase in 
performance for analyzing and visualizing data.

• New Data products hosted on the AOOS Data Portal – During March, the Multi-
sensor Analyzed Sea Ice Extent (MASIE) data product was added to the AOOS portal 
which will provide users with access to near real time sea ice extent on a daily period 
current up to yesterday.  Additionally, weather forecast components of the Arctic 
Regional Supercomputing Center High Resolution “Rapid Refresh” Model were added 
to the AOOS data system.  Both of these new data products can be accessed through 
the AOOS model explorer: http://data.aoos.org/maps/coverage.php. 

• COSEE Alaska – McCammon and other members of the COSEE management team 
have been interviewing candidates for the new full-time position of executive director 
of COSEE Alaska.  Nora Deans has been serving in that capacity on a quarter-time 
basis, but her duties at NPRB have precluded her from taking on the directorship full-
time.

• Proposals Continue to Be Us - We collaborated with the National Center for 
Atmospheric Research (NCAR) in Boulder, CO on a planning letter to the Office of 
Naval Research (ONR). We proposed to provide data management support for a 
planned 5-year sea ice project to be funded by ONR. 

http://data.aoos.org/maps/coverage.php
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Going Forward – Some Key April 2011 Activities

• April 4 AK Data Integration Working Group – policy & technical committees
• April 5-6 ERMA Workshop, Anchorage (McCammon, Dugan & Bochenek)
• April 13-14 Dr. John Delaney at UAA, public forums at noon on the 13th 

                     and 7:30 pm on 14th

• April 14 ACCAP Steering Committee meets in Anchorage at AOOS
• April 19 ACCAP webinar on National Ocean Policy Strategic Action Plan for the 

Arctic
• April 20 AOOS presentation at Whittier Boat Owners Assoc (Dugan)
• April 25-26 ORRAP meeting in Washington DC (McCammon)
• April 26-27 Western LCC Science Workshop (Dugan)
• April 27-28 NFRA meetings in Washington DC: focus on maritime industry 

(McCammon and Ed Page)
• April 27-28 IOOS Regional Data Management Workshop (Bochenek)
• April 28-29 Alaska Climate Downscaling Workshop (Dugan)
• Late April Deploy new AOOS wave buoy off Anchor Pt 
• April 30 Anchor Pt event with KBRR – highlighting reserve & AOOS activities 

including new wave buoy off Anchor Pt

Molly McCammon, Darcy Dugan and Rob Bochenek


