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  February 2011 Update

February Highlights

• Alaska Forum on the Environment (AFE) – Darcy Dugan attended the AFE, which 
hosted more than 1,000 participants over the course of a week.  Darcy participated in 
a panel on Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning (CMSP), and described AOOS data 
integration and visualization efforts.

• National Federation of Regional Associations (NFRA) for Ocean Observing – The 
winter board meeting for NFRA was held February 9-10 in Washington DC to discuss 
continued development of the overall national program.  We discussed budget issues, 
as well as certification issues.  The group also met with the IOOS national staff to 
develop a build-out plan for the overall program, and how to coordinate that with 
regional plans.

• IOOS FY 12 President’s Budget - The Budget includes a $16.5M increase for 
Regional IOOS® Observations, recognizing the value the regional systems bring to the 
nation.  The total IOOS budget request is $36.5m:  $6.5m for the National IOOS® 
Office; $14.5m for competitive regional grants and $16.5M for IOOS observing 
infrastructure, science, technology and innovation that includes: 

o $3.0M for Regional Coastal Ocean Observing Systems “to be used to support the
Ocean Research Priorities Plan’s near-term priority to develop ocean sensors.”

o $5.0M for IOOS® Surface Current Mapping – High Frequency Radar; 
 “The requested resources will support Regional IOOS® HF Radar stations with an 
emphasis on those stations currently operating and delivering data to the national 
network in regions of offshore oil production and in the vicinity of major ports and 
harbors.”   From the Congressional Justification Narrative

o $8.5M Research and Development funding for marine sensor technology innovations.
“U.S. IOOS® will develop and apply a variety of biological, chemical, and physical 
marine sensing technologies to allow rapid, accurate, and cost effective detection, 
identification, characterization, and quantification of disease-causing microbes, toxins, 
and contaminants in marine waters, and seafood which may indicate health risks to 
humans. The goal will be to incorporate the successful marine sensor technologies into 
Regional IOOS and other monitoring and prediction programs to meet region-specific 
stakeholder needs as mandated by the Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation 
System (ICOOS) Act (2009) and directed by the National Ocean Policy.”  From 
Congressional Justification Narrative

• FY11 Budget – Unfortunately, there is no news yet regarding the FY 11 budget (which 
pays for AOOS operations beginning June 1).  We’re holding back on spending the 
remainder of this year’s funding until more is known.

• American Society of Limnology and Oceanography Conference (ASLO) – 
McCammon joined a day-long session in Puerto Rico with other IOOS regional ocean 
observing systems in describing how regional data integration and visualization 
initiatives might be used for marine planning and decision-making efforts, including 
possible CMSP.  

• Coastal Marine Spatial Planning Workshop – McCammon took part in a workshop at 
Stanford to assess the various decision support tools for marine planning efforts that 
are currently under development.
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• EVOS Proposals – AOOS joined with two consortia on proposals in response to the 
RFP from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council: one for a long-term Herring 
Project and another for a Long-Term Monitoring Project. 

• Data Management – The AOOS data management team has been working to solidify 
the transfer of regional AOOS observations and models to the IOOS backbone.  This 
work has included the implementation of a Sensor Observation Service that provides 
an access point for IOOS systems to seamlessly pull data stored in the AOOS system 
via interoperability protocols. 

• New Data products hosted on the AOOS Data Portal – A series of new 
atmospheric/oceanographic models, in addition to other observational data products, 
are now available off the AOOS model explorer application.  This new resources 
include the NDFD atmospheric model, the ROMS Gulf of Alaska and North Pacific 
Circulation forecast, and the newly released Multisensor Analyzed Sea Ice Extent 
(MASIE) data product developed by the National Snow and Ice Data Center. 

• Faces of Climate Change Videos - The AOOS website now features three 
compelling short videos that showcase the dramatic changes in Alaska’s 
marine ecosystems through interviews with scientists and Alaska Natives, 
whose ancestors have lived on the shores of these northern seas for 
thousands of years. 

• Climate Change in Alaska’s Seas   
• Disappearing Sea Ice 
• Life on the Ice 

COSEE Alaska, the Alaska Marine Conservation Consortium, Alaska Sea Grant, 
and the Alaska Ocean Observing System produced the videos. A related 
podcast, “Imminent Thaw,” produced by COSEE NOW and COSEE Alaska, can be 
heard at www.coseealaska.net. 

• Arctic Research Cruise Coordination – AOOS is in the process of gathering 
information on research cruises planned for the Arctic during the 2011 open water 
season.  This initiative is designed to help researchers coordinate, collaborate, and 
leverage resources between groups by sharing information ahead of time.  Check the 
AOOS website soon to learn about the vessels and their plans.

Going Forward – Some Key March 2011 Activities
• Mar 3-5 Strengthening Institutions Workshop in Anchorage  (McCammon)
• Mar 9  COL Public Policy Forum in Washington DC
• Mar 15-16 AK Weather Symposium in Fairbanks (Dugan)
• Mar 19 AK State Science Fair in Anchorage 
• Mar 22-24 Copper River Delta Science Symposium, Cordova  
• March 23 Alaska Marine Policy Forum telecon
• Mar 29-31 NSSI Workshop in Barrow
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