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           June 2013 Update 
          
 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
AOOS Budget – AOOS received its final budget numbers, and even after sequestration reductions, received a 
small increase.  Total: $2,180,037.  The AOOS Board met in April and decided how to allocate those funds. 
 
6 month report submitted – The latest report to NOAA on our primary grant activities was submitted last 
week and is now available on the AOOS website. 
 
CBM Workshop planning - AOOS and AK Sea Grant are beginning conversations to develop tools and resources 
to support best practices for Community Based Monitoring (CBM).  One component of this project will be a 
workshop next spring to consider challenges, opportunities and priorities for CBM programs throughout 
Alaska.  Stay tuned for more in the coming months on this topic! 
 
McCammon appointed to NAS Gulf Program Advisory Group – As part of the settlement with BP following the 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, the National Academy of Sciences received $500 million to 
spin up a 30-year research program on health, environmental protection and oil system safety for the gulf, as 
well as the entire US outer continental shelf. AOOS Director Molly McCammon was appointed to a one-year 
term on the Advisory Group tasked with developing a strategic plan for the program.  The first meeting is 
scheduled for New Orleans in July. 
 
NATIONAL IOOS 
AOOS Board Chair Testifies at Senate Hearing – Board Chair Ed Page testified on June 11 before the Senate 
Commerce Committee’s Subcommittee of Ocean, Atmosphere, Fisheries and Coast Guard, chaired by Alaska 
Senator Mark Begich, about the importance of ocean observing.  Page discussed the importance of 
partnerships in meeting the nation’s needs for ocean observing, including the AK Marine Exchange/AOOS 
partnership to provide real time weather observations. He also weighed in on unique challenges in our rapidly 
changing Arctic and emphasized the need for additional resources for Arctic research and monitoring included 
in Senator Begich’s Arctic Science Bill.   
 
House hearing – The House Natural Resources’ Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife, Ocean and Insular Affairs, 
chaired by Alaska Congressman Don Young, also heard testimony June 13 on the reauthorization of the 
Integrated Coastal Ocean Observing System Act with testimony from Ed Kelly, vice-chair of MARACOOS and 
the Maritime Association for the Ports of NY/NJ and Lynne Talley, Professor at Scripps.   
 
MEETINGS/CONFERENCES/TRAVEL 
Arctic Council Working Group – At the request of NOAA representative Phil Mundy, McCammon traveled to 
Reykjavik, Iceland to participate in several Arctic Council working groups addressing ecosystem based 
management. McCammon focused on opportunities for integrating data across national boundaries, and in 
particular the Beaufort Sea Large Marine Ecosystem, which includes both US and Canadian waters. 
 
ACCAP Steering Committee – The Alaska Center for Climate Assessment and Policy (ACCAP) met at AOOS on 
June 7th to review current research and projects and develop a plan for continuing and new projects.   
 
EarthCube – Ellen Tyler traveled to Boulder Colorado June 17-19 for a conference on integration of real-time 
sensor data to be used for adaptive management and real-time decision support.  This workshop was part of 
the National Science Foundation’s EarthCube initiative, which is developing cyber-infrastructure for integrated 
data management across various disciplines, agencies and end uses.   
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Jian Tao (Northern Gulf Coastal Hazards Collaborator), Ellen Tyler (AOOS), Vembu Subramanian (SECOORA), 
Janet Fredericks (Martha's Vineyard Coastal Observatory) and Lei Hu (Dauphin Island Sea Lab) gather in front 
of the AOOS Arctic Portal display at the EarthCube Real-time date workshop Boulder Colorado, June 17-18. 
 
 
UPDATES   
Spring Repairs  – Alaska Harbor Observation Network (AHON) stations at Miller’s Landing and Seward Harbor 
have been completed and are streaming to the AOOS Realtime Sensor Map; the Cape St Elias weather station 
is back up and is now streaming; Norton Sound buoy and Cook Inlet buoy repairs are completed and will soon 
be deployed; and with assistance from the Natural Resource Conservation Service hydrology office the Prince 
William Sound Snotel stations and web cams are getting needed repairs and weatherization.   
 
Summer Deployments – In the coming weeks, AOOS and partners will be redeploying two wave buoys serving 
critical real- time information. One, off the coast of Anchor Point, has served Homer area boaters for the past 
two years. The second is headed to Norton Sound in early July with help from the Canadian Coast Guard Ship, 
Sir Wilfred Laurier. 

Sea Ice survey - In partnership with ACCAP and NOAA, AOOS has been conducting a survey to better 
understand what sea ice information products people use, and for what purposes. Over 100 people have so far 
taken the survey.  Results will be available in early July and used to help guide future sea ice products, 
including the new historic sea ice atlas being produced by UAF. 
 
Next Generation User Tool Development – The AOOS data management team has been working on several 
new prototype data access tools using the next generation of browser technologies (HTML 5) that will run on 
smart phones, tablets and workstations.   A release of the new seabird portal is expected in July, and the 
release of the real time sensor map is expected in mid-August.  
 
2013 Chinook Salmon Run Forecast – Building on last year’s demonstration, the forecast for Yukon River delta 
spring Salmon run is now available.  
 
 
 

http://www.aoos.org/this-years-forecast-chinook-salmon-in-the-yukon-river-delta/�
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PRESENTATIONS 
STAMP webinar – On June 26, AOOS held a webinar for the STAMP (Spatial Tools for Arctic Mapping and 
Planning) project advisory group, providing a demonstration of the current Arctic Portal and an update on data 
ingestion plans for the next few months.  The STAMP project has been granted a one-year extension in order 
to incorporate additional datasets as they become available. 
 
Going Forward – Some Key July 2013 Activities  

• July 14-19 Pacific Northwest Economic Region Annual Summit, Anchorage (McCammon) 
• July 16-18 Ice Diminished Arctic Conference, Washington DC 
• July 17 Alaska Marine Policy Forum – by phone 
• July 24-25 NAS Gulf Program Advisory Group, New Orleans (McCammon) 
• July 26-27 Copper River Wild Salmon Festival - Cordova 

  
Molly McCammon, Darcy Dugan, Ellen Tyler and Rob Bochenek 

http://www.aoos.org/stamp/�

